
 

 

AIFMRM Economics Postgraduate Student Summer School 2016 

Cape Town, 16 - 22 December 2016 

 

The African Institute of Financial Markets and Risk Management at the University of Cape Town is 
organising a summer school for PhD and Master’s students in Economics, Finance, or closely related 
fields, who are registered at a South African university.  

The summer school will consist of three courses, and we are extremely pleased to welcome two 
outstanding guest lecturers: 

 

Prof. Ben Golub is an Assistant Professor at Harvard University. He obtained his 
PhD in 2012 from Stanford University and was a Junior Fellow in the Harvard 
Society of Fellows before joining the Economics Department in 2015. Prof. Golub 
won the Aliprantis prize awarded by the Society for the Advancement of Economic 
Theory, as well as the American Economic Review Excellence in Refereeing Award. 
His work on various aspects of social and financial networks has been published in 
the American Economic Review, the Quarterly Journal of Economics, and the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

Prof. Golub will teach a two-day course on “Interconnectedness” at our summer 
school, which covers the basics of network analysis in economics. 

  

 

Prof. Katharina Pistor is the Michael I. Sovern Professor of Law at Columbia 
University. She obtained her Dr. Jur. in 1998 from the University of Munich and 
was an Assistant Professor at the Harvard Kennedy School before joining Columbia 
University in 2001. Prof. Pistor won numerous awards for her research, including 
the ECGI Allen & Overy best paper award, the Max Planck Research Award on 
International Financial Regulation, and the Hessel Yntema Prize for Young Scholars 
in Comparative Law. She has published extensively on various aspects of financial 
regulation and regularly ventures into finance and economics, where she has 
published, for example, in the Review of Financial Studies, the Journal of 
Comparative Economics, and the Review of Economics and Statistics. 
 
For our summer school, Prof. Pistor will teach a two-day course on “Law and 
Finance”, which will introduce students to the field. 

 

The summer school will also provide graduate students with an opportunity to present their ongoing 
work and receive feedbacks from their peers and senior faculty members. The summer school will start 
with a social event on the evening of the 16th and conclude on the afternoon of the 22nd of December. 
In addition to our two guest lecturers, Dr. Co-Pierre Georg will give a one-day short course on 



“Introduction to Empirical Banking in Emerging Markets”, which will introduce the most relevant 
literature and methods, as well as available data sources in South  Africa.  

There is no registration fee, and AIFMRM will cover transportation and local accommodation costs. 
Interested students should send their CV, as well as a short letter of motivation to Mrs Lizzy Starck 
(aifmrm@uct.ac.za). 

Deadline for applications is 15 October 2016 and students will be informed whether their application 
was successful by 1 November 2016. All accepted students are expected to present their ongoing 
research in a short presentation on 17 December 2016. They are also expected to read all introductory 
material which will be provided by the lecturers before the start of the summer school. 
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